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EXCERPT FROM THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD OF 
JULY 6, 1970 


AMERICA’S 200TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. Griffin. Mr. President, the American Revolution Bicenten¬ 
nial Commission, created by an Act of Congress, has submitted its 
required report to the President on the commemoration of the 200th 
year of the Nation’s birth. Already, we are in what is termed the 
Bicentennial Era and many notable events are scheduled throughout 
this decade, centering around the year 1976. 

It might be pointed out, Mr. President, that members of this Com¬ 
mission served long and hard, without any remuneration whatso¬ 
ever, in order to produce this report. 

From time to time, the Commission and its able staff, headed by 
Executive Director M. L. Spector, will issue studies and reports on 
individual events and projects. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the Commission’s 
report be printed as a Senate Document in accordance with the usual 
procedure. 

The Vice President. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
736 JACKSON PLACE, NW. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20276 


J. E. WALLACE STERLING 
HOBART LEWIS 


July 1, 1970 


The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission, 
I have the honor of transmitting to you herewith the Commission’s 
Report to the President of the United States. The Report is the 
beginning, the first outline of a program which will unfold during 
the Bicentennial Era. 

During the Commission's eight meetings since July 1969, its 
discussions have ranged widely. Its Report does not include all 
topics and possibilities which the Commission has considered; 
rather it is a distillation of what the Commission has considered 
to be most important at this time. 

I should tell you that I invited each Commissioner to record 
any dissent which he or she might have on any substantive item in 
the Report. As I write this letter under the time-pressure of 
sending the Report to press, I have received none. If received 
after the Report goes to press, the Commission staff will see to 
it that you are informed. 

I should tell you also that some Commissioners felt that you 
might wish to involve the United Nations in the international 
aspects of the Bicentennial. They asked me to communicate this 
view to you in this letter rather than to include the suggestion 
in the Report. 

Finally, I should tell you that the members of the Commission 
held varying views as to changes which might be made in the size 
and composition of the Commission. Some argued for a larger 
Commission which would include greater representation of the 
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minority groups and youth. Others argued for a smaller Comnission. 
In the end, the Commission declined to make a recommendation on 
this matter but asked me to report to you the fact of their 
differing views. 

I am pleased, Mr. President, to send you with this Report 
the very best wishes of the Commission. 
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THE MANDATE 


THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
was established by a Joint Resolution 
of the 89th Congress on July 4, 1966. Its 
mandate: to prepare an overall program com¬ 
memorating the Bicentennial of the American 
Revolution, and of the nation's birth. 

Specifically, Congress instructed the Commission 
to: 


Plan, encourage, develop and 
coordinate observances and activities 
commemorating the historic events that 
preceded, and are associated with, the 
American Revolution. 

Give due consideration to related 
plans and programs developed by State, 
local, and private groups. 

Give special emphasis to the ideas 
associated with the Revolution — ideas 
that have vitally influenced the develop¬ 
ment of the United States, world affairs, 
and mankind's quest for freedom. 

Recommend allocations of financial 
and administrative responsibility among 
public and private authorities and organi¬ 
zations. 

Submit to the President, not later 
than July 4, 1970, a comprehensive report 
incorporating its specific recommendations 
for the commemoration of the Bicentennial 
and related events. 
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PROLOGUE: A SUMMONS TO GREATNESS 


The American nation, Mr. President, stands on the threshold 
of a most significant period in its history--the Bicentennial Era 
that will be marked, on July 4, 1976, by the 200th anniversary of 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

We Americans are a proud and mighty nation, deep in the 
concerns and challenges of the present and the future. But we 
are also the sum of all our yesterdays, possessors of a precious 
heritage which has been forged in the blood and courage of men of 
many nations and races, in their tears and triumphs, their toil 
and dreams. 

But however deeply we treasure that heritage, we must 
recognize that this is another day, a different time. 

The Founders' world was bounded on the east by an ocean 
that took 30 days to cross, on the west by an uncharted wilder¬ 
ness; by the sky above their heads and the virgin earth beneath 
their feet. Thirteen colonies, some 3,000,000 people, half of 
whom were under 16, and 90 per cent of whom lived off the land. 
Their life: an unrelenting struggle to maintain and expand a 
beachhead on the edge of the unknown. 

Two hundred years of high drama have been recorded since 
then. Wars have been fought and won. Sweeping social, techno¬ 
logical, economic, and demographic changes have taken place. 

Today we are an industrial nation of 50 States and 205 million 
people, two-thirds of whom are crowded together in the nation's 
metropolitan areas. We are a nation of great wealth and enjoy 
the world's highest standard of living. 

Yet, for all our wealth and power, something has gone awry. 
As a pioneer once wrote in a time of frustration, "We have pain 
and labour, the wind and the rain in the fields." 

We desire peace, yet find ourselves at war. We believe in 
justice and equality, yet there are wrongs and injustices in the 
land. We proclaim reverence for our God-given environment, yet 
tolerate its pollution. We believe in the brotherhood of man, 
yet there is violence in the streets, prejudice of the mind, 
distress and discord on the campuses. 
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As we move to solve the problems which confront us, we should 
derive strength and courage from our past. The ideals of human 
freedom which made us an independent nation in 1776 still live, 
vital and daring, but are now put to new tests. Can this society 
indeed achieve equal opportunity and full citizenship for all its 
members, and will it commit itself to that task? 

The program which the Commission submits for the Bicentennial 
celebration is formative and flexible, as it should be if it is to 
accommodate changes that will occur during the Bicentennial Era. 

No program can change the past: the past is a matter of record. 
But there is in that record much that was new in its day, much 
that is noble - so new and noble that it provided inspiration, 
in this country and elsewhere, for those who strove to advance 
the cause of human freedom. The Commission believes that this 
record has not lost its power to inspire and that it will do so 
during the Bicentennial Era as Americans tackle the problems of 
today and prepare to enter Century III of American life. No one 
should forget, ignore, or neglect what is good about America. 
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USA: 200 - THE FESTIVAL OF FREEDOM 


The Festival of Freedom is the nation's Bicentennial celebration. 
It invites participation of all people. It provides opportunity to 
reflect and to innovate. It is people remembering and honoring 
their past, expressing new ideas, setting goals and striving to 
achieve them. It is the national framework for the commemorative 
programs, activities, and events that will be developed during the 
Bicentennial Era. 


Guidelines 


Early in its work, the Commission concluded that some aspects 
of the Bicentennial should be solemn, some festive, because the 
200th birthday of the country should be at once a solemn rededica¬ 
tion and a joyous celebration. With this in mind, the Commission 
adopted three guidelines for the Festival of Freedom. 

First , the Bicentennial should be national in scope . It 
should have an appeal which would make every American and all 
friends of America eager to participate. 

Second , while recognizing its obligation to make annual reports 
to the Congress until 1983, the Commission sees the Bicentennial Era 
as a period for commemorating events which led to and through the 
Revolution and to the formal founding of the nation in 1787 with 
the creation of the Constitution. Thus, the historical period to 
be celebrated would include the years 1770 to 1787; the focal year 
would be 1976 and the focal date July 4. 

Third, the Bicentennial will be a time for Americans to review 
and reaffirm the basic principles on which the nation was founded. 
The principles of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" and 
the concept of man's equality are as valid today, and will be for 
tomorrow, as they were when the nation was founded. Americans need 
to be reminded of that validity; perhaps even to discover it. 


Goal 


The goal for the Festival of Freedom is: To forge a new 
national commitment, a new spirit for '76 , a spirit which vitalizes 
the ideals for which the Revolution was fought; a spirit which will 
unite the nation in purpose and in dedication to the advancement of 
human welfare as it moves into its third century. 










The Commission sees the Festival of Freedom as embracing three 
themes. They are: 

HERITAGE '76 . A nationwide sunmons to recall our heritage 
and to place it in its historical perspective. Through HERITAGE '76 
programs, all groups within our society are urged to re-examine our 
origins, our values, and the meaning of America—to take pride in 
our accomplishments and to dramatize our development. 

OPEN HOUSE USA . A nationwide opportunity to program activities 
and events which will stimulate travel and thus encourage our citizens 
to expand their knowledge of our country and to extend a particular 
welcome to visitors. 

HORIZONS '76 . A nationwide challenge to every American, acting 
individually or with others, to undertake at least one principal 
project which manifests the pride, the priorities, and the hopes of 
his community. The Commission encourages every group, especially 
our youth and those young in spirit, to pool their resources and 
their talents in a constructive effort to demonstrate concern for 
human welfare, happiness, and freedom. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



HERITAGE '76 


The heritage of America embraces the whole country. It 
is the substance of our collective memory. The Bicentennial 
Era is rich in historic events to be commemorated and provides 
opportunity for direct citizen participation in examining the 
heritage and values of this nation. The discovery of this 
heritage is an exciting experience; one to give optimism and 
confidence to all Americans. The Commission urges all public 
and private groups in America to recall these first 200 years 
of growth and development. July 4, 1976, will close the 
second century of this nation's existence. We have progressed 
from the time of a four-week Atlantic crossing in 1776 to 
a three-day voyage to the moon. 

The Bicentennial is the anniversary of these first 
two-hundred years of growth and development. Though this 
nation is now troubled by both ancient and modern problems 
of human society, the Commission first urges an examination 
of our country; its heritage and values. The term "American 
know-how" is not folklore. We are a nation of doers. We 
have faced countless problems and have continued to function 
and grow under our establishing Constitution longer than any 
other contemporary nation. This heritage of acting, of change, 
and of willingness to change will carry America forward to 
its third century. The discovery of this heritage is an 
exciting experience; one to give optimism and confidence to 
all Americans. 


National Undertakings 

No review of our past, no catalogue of our heritage 
would be complete without concerted efforts to preserve the 
tangible evidence of it. The Commission recommends the 
National Park Service program to establish new Revolutionary 
War Sites, to expand and upgrade the twenty existing sites 
and the interpretation of these sites through additional 
research, restoration, modernization of museums and con¬ 
struction of modern visitors facilities. The histories of 
each site will be woven into a single story. The Commission 
also recommends other historical resource programs of the 
National Park Service, especially the program to locate and 
inventory significant historic sites throughout the nation 
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as National Historic Landmarks or by entry in the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Commission encourages 
visits to those places where American history was shaped. 

As distinct from the National Park Service, a public 
agency, there is the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
the private national organization charged with landmark 
protection. The Commission recommends support of the Trust's 
plans to encourage and assist restoration and protection 
programs of historic properties largely owned by private 
individuals and institutions. Through the interpretation 
and use of these landmarks, an outstanding national resource 
will be made available to all Americans. 

For example, within the original 13 colonies, 48 
National Historic Landmarks associated with the American 
Revolution in private ownership have been designated. While 
some of these are institutionally owned, approximately 
one-half are owned by individuals. The National Trust will 
seek to determine the needs and problems of individual 
ownership of National Historic Landmarks and assist in 
their long-range protection. This program, initiated on a 
pilot basis, can eventually be expanded nationwide. 

The Commission recommends (a) the Smithsonian Institution's 
plan for a major exhibition in all its museums, to be entitled 
The American Experience. This exhibition will include: 

The Continent and its People, our land at the time of the 
arrival of the Europeans; First Encounter, the interaction 
of the European and Indian Cultures; Everyday Life on the 
Eve of Resolution; Colonial Communications; Colonial Art; 

The Signers of the Declaration of Independence; The Citizen 
Soldier of the Revolution; The Portraits of George Washington; 
The Price of Independence; The risks and opportunities faced 
by the American people in the Revolutionary Era; (b) a special 
feature, in two Bicentennial pavilions, will be A Nation of 
Nations exhibition illustrating the ideas and physical objects 
brought to America from abroad, and a Nation-to-Nations 
exhibition displaying the impact of the American experience 
on other countries; (c) The Smithsonian Encyclopedia which 
will be a one-volume encyclopedia of American history, 
culture, life, and civilization. The volume will present 
for the first time an inventory of the range of American 
achievement from Presidential elections to the safety pin; 
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(d) a new Smithsonian undertaking on the banks of the 
Potomac River, a Bicentennial Park, where the life of the 
Revolutionary citizen soldier will be re-created. 

The Commission recommends the Library of Congress's 
HERITAGE '76 program which is centered around James Madison's 
advice to rely upon "Liberty and Learning" as essential links 
in "the cause of free government." Guided by Madison's charge, 
the Library will publish materials and present a variety of 
programs that will appeal to all levels of learning. Scholars 
will be interested in the Library's plans to re-issue in a 
revised and enlarged edition. The Declaration of Independence ; 
The Evolution of the Text , with notes by Julian P. Boyd, and 
to publish a four-volume supplement to Edmund C. Burnett's 
Letters of Members of the Continental Congress . It will 
also publish the papers presented at its five symposia on 
the American Revolution and its impact on world history. 

It is hoped that scholars and organizations abroad can 
be encouraged to participate in the preparation of these 
papers or make similar contributions. For example, scholars 
in Britain and Canada could make an important contribution 
to the preparation of the Loyalist Papers, and French scholars 
and institutions could shed additional light on the interpre¬ 
tation of the American Revolution. Other countries might 
wish to undertake the publication of the papers of their 
participants in the Revolution. 

To facilitate studies of the history of the past 200 
years, the Commission recommends the Library of Congress's 
program to develop a Guide of its own Revolutionary War 
collections. Compiled according to scholarly standards 
for identifying and describing Revolutionary War materials 
and published in a standard format, the Library of Congress 
Guide can serve as a model for State Guides of similar 
material in their libraries, historical societies, archives, 
and government offices. This project, endorsed by leading 
historical associations, can benefit scholars and the general 
public in expanding knowledge of American history from 1763 
to 1789. 

A Center for the Documentary Study of the American 
Revolution will be established by the General Services 
Administration's National Archives and Records Service. The 
Center will house copies of all known surviving governmental 
and related records of the Revolutionary era, as well as 
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copies of contemporary documents and imprints, background 
information, and archives and manuscript collection finding 
aids. The Center will be a focal point for symposia on 
research in Revolutionary era materials, as well as for an 
expanded exhibit program centering on the permanent 
exhibition of the Declaration of Independence, the Consti¬ 
tution and the Bill of Rights. The National Historical 
Publications Commission, chaired by the Archivist of the 
United States, will sponsor the publication of a series of 
papers on leaders, organizations, and institutions of the 
Revolutionary period. Portions of the papers of the 
Continental Congress, the Marquis de Lafayette, and key 
American Revolutionary leaders, including George Washington, 
are examples of Bicentennial publications. Microfilming of 
Revolutionary documents, and the publication of a comprehensive 
guide to them, is also under way. The Commission recommends 
these efforts on the part of the National Archives and hopes 
that the collection and publication of these papers will 
provide scholars with new and valuable source material. 

Three of the United States' Armed Services will celebrate 
their 200th Birthdays in 1975. The Commission recommends 
those events programmed by these Services from June 1975 to 
June 1976 which will portray their history, highlight the 
tenets of United States' military policy, and stress the 
role of the Armed Forces in the formulation and preservation 
of the American ideals of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. These Services also are preparing military 
histories defining their roles in the Revolutionary War. 

There are other anniversaries to be celebrated during 
this Bicentennial Era, such as Gaspee Day, Washington's 
Crossing, the North Carolina Provincial Congress, and Colorado's 
State Centennial. The Commission is preparing a Master 
Calendar which is a list of national historic occasions and 
Bicentennial events. The Commission urges each State to 
prepare a comparable calendar of its own; further, it 
encourages other groups to publish special interest calendars. 

The Smithsonian, the Library of Congress, and the National 
Archives, in cooperation with the State Department, will 
work with embassies of other countries and the heads of 
foreign cultural institutions to arrange exhibits of Bicentennial 
materials in foreign museums. The United States Information 
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Agency proposes to work with foreign governments and bi- 
national organizations abroad in preparing exhibits 
displaying historical relationships between the United States 
and other nations. The Commission will work with these 
agencies on the coordination of their national traveling 
exhibits. 


Local Undertakings 

The American Philosophical Society founded by Benjamin 
Franklin has proposed a Congress of Liberty. The Commission 
recognizes this Congress as an important activity in the 
celebration of the Festival of Freedom. The Congress will 
be called in 1976 and major national and international 
figures from the fields of philosophy, theology, law, the 
sciences, the creative arts and urban planning as well as 
representatives of youth, education, business, and the 
media will be invited to participate in debates on the 
history and the meaning of liberty. Open to the public 
and perhaps to be televised here and abroad, the proceedings 
should serve as a catalyst to other groups and organizations 
which might adopt this model to their own interests. 

Another example of local participation is the Junior 
Historian Program. This program is already operative in 
approximately 18 States; it provides an active forum for 
the involvement of students in the study of history. 

The Commission applauds this program for its serious and 
informed study of contemporary problems and recommends 
its expansion. 


Congress of the United States 

Fulfillment of the concept of HERITAGE-'76 must include 
the participation of the Congress of the United States. 
Legislation and the provision of resources to realize the 
potential of the Festival of Freedom will depend upon the 
response of the Congress of the United States to the 
challenge of the Festival of Freedom. 
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The Congress may find opportunity to participate in 
other ways in the Bicentennial. They may wish to hold a 
special Joint Session of the Congress in Philadelphia in 
1976. They may wish to have Joint Sessions in other 
parts of the country at other times during the Bicentennial 
period in order to demonstrate that the legislative branch 
institutionally is vested in the people nationally rather 
than locked to the capital city. 

The Commission would encourage the Congress seriously 
to consider such Joint Sessions. 
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OPEN HOUSE USA 


OPEN HOUSE USA is a central and unique component of 
the Festival of Freedom. It evokes the spirit of 
hospitality and movement which has characterized 
American development; it invites Americans to share 
experiences with each other and with their visitors and 
thus to enhance understanding; it encourages everyone 
to participate in the Festival of Freedom. 

Our nation, founded by pioneers, built by immigrants 
and strengthened by refugees should pay tribute to the 
nations of the world whose contributions of ideas and 
people have played so great a role in our growth. What 
better way to pay that tribute than to invite as many 
visitors as possible to share the Festival of Freedom 
with us? We ask the countries of the world to send us 
their people--their scholars, their young people, their 
artists, their professionals, their families: to have 
them bring and leave with us some aspect of themselves 
and their culture. 

Through OPEN HOUSE USA villages, towns, cities. 
States, organizations, and families will be encouraged to 
open their doors to each other and visitors, to beautify 
their communities, and to stage festivals, fairs, and 
pageants. The volunteer spirit has made this country 
great. The Commission hopes that OPEN HOUSE USA will 
revive and strengthen that spirit. 


The Commission recommends that the President of the 
United States issue An Invitation to The World: from all 
Americans to all peoples of the world, in the spirit of 
peace and friendship, inviting them to America during 
the Bicentennial, to share in, and if they wish, to con¬ 
tribute to the Festival of Freedom. Moreover, to add 
meaning to this invitation, the Commission requests maximum 
facilitation of travel and transportation to and within the 
United States at least during the year 1976. In accord 
with this recommendation, the Commission asks voluntary 
and service and professional organizations to invite 
their overseas counterparts to visit the United States 
in 1976. Further, it requests Americans traveling abroad 
during 1973-5 to act as Delegates of the Bicentennial and, 
as Delegates, to invite citizens of other countries to the 
United States to the Festival of Freedom. 
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Full implementation of this recommendation must await 
further study and consultation with government personnel 
and others, but meanwhile the Commission can report that 
relevant OPEN HOUSE USA activities significantly involve 
such programs as those of Sister Cities, the American 
Field Service, the Experiment for International Living, 
and the National Council of Community Services (COSERV) 
a long-established association of 90 organizations sup¬ 
porting local hospitality centers throughout the nation. 

In accord with the recommendation that the President 
issue "An Invitation to the World," the Commission emphasizes 
international participation in OPEN HOUSE USA. 

One facet of such international participation is an 
international exposition endorsed by the Bureau of 
International Expositions. The Commission has deliberated 
seriously and long about international participation. It 
has been greatly aided by the Department of Commerce which, 
with the cooperation of other Federal agencies, has care¬ 
fully studied proposals presented to the Commission by the 
Cities of Boston, Philadelphia, and Miami, and by the 
National Capital Region. 

As a result of these deliberations and studies, the 
Commission recommends: that the President commit the full 
support of his office to a great and imaginative multi-city 
exposition in 1976 to celebrate the American quest for life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. There should be no 
commercially-oriented world's fair in the traditional sense 
anywhere in the nation during the Bicentennial Era. 

Accordingly, the Commission invites the participation 
and cooperation of these cities as initial contributors to 
the national Bicentennial exposition as follows: 

National Capital Region: To mark the actual and 
symbolic importance of our national capital, the Commission 
urges that special emphasis be placed on the renewal of 
Washington, D.C., with the objective of making it a worthy 
example of what a successful quest for life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness can produce. The Commission 
further urges that the target date of 1976 be set for the 
accomplishment of as much as possible of this renewal 
program. 



16 


Boston: To tell the continuing story of liberty as 
it is developing in the United States, the Commission 
invites Boston to develop a program to explore and examine 
the revolutionary roots of America through its great 
historical resources. The program could serve as a 
prologue to the actual Bicentennial birthdate. 

Philadelphia: To recognize that America is the 
product of many foreign lands, institutions and peoples, 
the Commission urges the fullest international participation 
in the focal year, 1976. For this purpose, the Commission 
is aware of the value of a Bureau of International 
Expositions (BIE) sanctioned event. Accordingly, if 
Philadelphia, where the Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution were signed, will commit itself to an 
exposition which will have commemorative, historical 
emphasis, and which is cultural and inspirational, rather 
than commercial, in intent, the Coirmission invites that 
city to undertake the challenge of such an exposition. 

Miami: To share the variety of American life among 
all people, the Commission endorses the completion of Miami's 
permanent Trade and Cultural Center by 1976 as a part of 
the Bicentennial observance. 

The effective participation of these four cities in 
the Bicentennial celebration would be greatly facilitated 
by the improvement of transportation systems serving the 
Atlantic Seaboard. (See Transportation '76). 

The Commission wishes to emphasize that these four 
cities are invited as initial contributors to the multi-city 
concept, and that other cities across the nation are also 
invited to participate and to advise the Commission of 
plans which they now have or may develop for doing so - 
such as San Francisco's Bicentennial and Houston's 
Bicentennial Americana Center. 

Finally, in keeping with its objectives for a national 
celebration, the Commission urges all Americans to find for 
themselves the meaning of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness within their own regions. States or communities 
and to interpret those findings for themselves and their 
visitors in an appropriate way. These regions. States or 
communities are invited to submit their plans to the 
American Revolution Bicentennial Commission for its 
endorsement and coordination. 
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One of the most effective means of communication 
between person and person, or between nation and nation, 
is through the universal language of art. The Commission 
believes that art in all forms -- the performing arts, the 
visual and graphic arts, interpretive arts of all media -- 
should play an outstanding role in the Festival of Freedom, 
and believes further that it appropriately falls under the 
Festival's OPEN HOUSE USA program. The Commission there¬ 
fore recommends that a feature of OPEN HOUSE USA be Arts 
on Parade. 

The objective of Arts on Parade is to bring the talents 
of American and visiting artists to as many Americans as 
possible so that life may be enriched and understanding 
of one's fellow man enhanced. The Commission will coordinate 
this program in cooperation with the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the Department of State, State Arts Councils, 
professional organizations, labor unions, colleges and 
universities, and private entrepreneurs. The Commission 
invites American artists and craftsmen of all ages, back¬ 
grounds, and talents and all communities to step forward 
and join the Arts on Parade. 

It is implicit in OPEN HOUSE USA that Americans and 
their visitors are encouraged to range across this land, 
to see its natural beauty and abundance, to visit its 
national parks, to recapture its history by following 
historic trails and visiting historic sites. All who do 
this will be aided by the American Guide Series. This 
state-by-state guide sponsored by the National Park Service 
will inform the traveler of this nation's cultural heritage 
inherent in its architecture, landscape and urban design, 
and fine and performing arts. The National Park Service 
as sponsor is utilizing the knowledge of State Historical 
Societies, State Arts Councils, State Chapters of the 
American Institute of Architects, and other organizations. 

The Summer and Winter Olympic Games will be held in 
North America in 1976. The Winter Games, to be held in 
Denver, Colorado, during the Centennial celebration of 
that State, will help to inaugurate the Bicentennial Year. 

The Summer Games to be held in Montreal will bring 
additional athletes and spectators to this continent. 

The Commission hopes that these athletes and spectators 
will participate in competitions and other events of the 
Festival of Freedom. 
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The Commission also hopes that the standards of 
competitive excellence which characterize the Olympic 
Games will challenge Americans to match that excellence 
in everything they do throughout the Festival of Freedom. 

The Commission recommends a special gathering in 
both Philadelphia and Washington, D. C., during the 
three-day July 4th weekend in 1976, to be known as 
Liberty Day '76. This event will begin on Friday, 

July 2nd and will continue through Sunday, July 4th, 

1976. Americans will be asked to welcome their distin¬ 
guished visitors to Washington for special events to be 
held the first two days of that weekend, and on Sunday, 

July 4th, to join a pilgrimage to Philadelphia to attend 
the principal birthday activities. For this event, the 
Commission recommends that the President of the United 
States invite and welcome the leaders of the world and 
the State and Territorial Governors. The Coirmission will 
ask the Secretary of State to invite special delegations 
from abroad; the Chief Justice of the United States to 
invite foreign and American jurists; the Congress to 
invite parliamentary delegations and the leaders of the 
State Legislatures. 

All possible activities during the weekend have not 
been enumerated; additional events might be a great National 
Parade, a Presidential Banquet and Ball, a Joint Session 
of Congress in Philadelphia, and a representative picnic 
and fireworks display on July 4th. 

Liberty Day 76 should go beyond the events planned 
for Washington and Philadelphia. There should be nation¬ 
wide participation. On this special holiday, each 
community can plan neighborhood activities, such as 
block parties, community cookouts, athletic events, 
and fireworks. 

Liberty Day '76 will also be celebrated on the 
Canadian and Mexican borders, with United States cities 
and towns hosting their neighbors as a demonstration of 
the friendly relations existing there. The Commission 
encourages the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
and U.S. Customs Service to facilitate travel across 
the border on Liberty Day. It could also be observed in 
many foreign capitals — by the local American community 
and national leaders. 
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Liberty Day '76 is intended as the one day when all 
Americans at home and abroad will gather to celebrate 
the achievements of our past 200 years and to give 
thought to Century III. 
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HORIZONS '76 


All our tomorrows begin with horizons. We now live 
in a "Tomorrow" of which our Founding Fathers may have 
dreamed but could not foresee. Nor can we today foresee 
clearly all the tomorrows, but we can dream and work as 
they did for a future which will benefit "all mankind." 

The Commission recommends, Mr. President, that you 
issue a Call for Achievement -- a nationwide summons to 
the people of each community to formulate goals for local 
achievement by 1976. People should be urged to survey 
together the conditions of their conuiunity in all areas 
of mutual concern and thereafter, by consensus, to 
determine their goals - their shared aims - the ways to 
and the priorities for achieving them. Every citizen 
should be challenged to help find answers to the question: 

"Where should we be, and what should we do by 1976?" 

There is no formula for such a call; no program can 
be transported to a given community. Goals must fit the 
circumstances and problems of a particular place; programs 
to discover goals will differ from one to another; and 
each will present complexities and difficulties such as 
to discourage the most sanquine. But a sufficient number 
and variety of citizens can set the project in motion, 
as has been demonstrated by cities which already have 
such programs underway. 

The experience of these cities has produced procedures 
and principles which the Commission can make available for 
the setting and achieving of goals, for instance: 

Each local program should have three stages which, 
based on the experience of the operating programs, should 
be scheduled as follows: 

1. Goal setting: mutual determination by the citizenry 

of their shared aims in all major facets of community 

life. This stage should be completed by July 4, 1972. 

2. Planning for achieving the goals: again, mutual 

determination of schedules and priorities for achieving 

the goals. This stage ought to be finished by July 4, 1973. 
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3. Goals achievement: the most difficult stage, but 
the key to a new quality of life in America. By 
July 4, 1976, the short-term goals should have been 
achieved, with a good start made on long-range aims. 


Washington, D. C., is our national capital; it is also 
a world capital. Earlier in this report, the Commission has 
recommended that it be renewed. 

L'Enfant wrote that the plan of the city "...should be 
drawn on such a scale as to leave room for that aggrandize¬ 
ment and embellishment which the increase in the wealth of 
the nation will permit it to pursue to any period, however 
remote." Washington and Jefferson shared L'Enfant's 
vision. 

The structural rebuilding of Washington, D. C., and 
its environs is, in many instances, already planned; some 
of it is now underway. Additional organization and sub¬ 
stantial new funds will be necessary. An undertaking on 
this scale will require, as a precondition, a firm commit¬ 
ment at all governmental levels to achieve realization. 

But in accord with the Call for Achievement, the 
participation of local leaders and citizens and private 
enterprise should be emphasized so that the Call for 
renewal can be answered not only by the Federal Government 
but also by the people of Washington. 

The Commission is aware of the estimated funds that 
will be required. It thinks that these estimates are not 
excessive. It urges prompt action. Washington is the 
seat of our national government. As such it is a symbol 
to America and to the world of what this country stands 
for and of what it can do. In a particular sense it is 
the front door of our national home, and as such it 
urgently needs and should have rehabilitation. As our 
national capital it has a unique claim on funds that are 
made available for the renewal and revitalization of our 
cities. The Commission strongly urges that that claim 
be honored. 

Americans have seldom been confronted with so promising 
an opportunity as in this Bicentennial Era to communicate 
frankly and freely with each other, and to exchange ideas 
and information with people across the seas. 
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The Commission recommends, therefore, that a national 
and international Bicentennial program, designated 
Communications '76, be organized to promote the free 
exchange of ideas through the vast resources of the 
communications media. 

In this endeavor, the Commission seeks the help of 
all media -- public and private television and radio, 
the magazines, the press, the cinema, the national and 
international wire services — in broadcasting to the 
world the story of 205 million Americans: where they 
came from, how they live, and how they and their friends 
in other lands are working together for a brighter and 
better tomorrow. 

There are two projects already underway which the 
Commission applauds: the live transmission of Bicentennial 
programs, educational and technical aid programs and other 
features, via radio and television satellite, to the 
people of the world; the Spirit of '76 Workshop, a 
five-year program on American culture, past and present, 
proposed by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 

Other projects, which could bolster and advance 
Conmunications '76 include commemorative Bicentennial 
issues of American magazines and newspapers; motion 
picture and television documentaries that, after public 
showing, could be distributed to school and college 
film libraries. 

As the nation moves into the Bicentennial Era, the 
Commission will speed exploration and consideration of 
these and other programs for disseminating America's 
message of peace and freedom through Communications '76. 

The Commission recommends that all members of the 
transportation industry join in a concerted effort -- 
Transportation '76 — to assure ease of travel to all 
corners of America. It especially endorses the develop¬ 
ment of high speed transportation and telecommunications 
networks from Boston to Atlanta. 

Facility of travel throughout America would contribute 
greatly to a successful Bicentennial celebration, particularly 
so in densely populated areas. 
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The Department of Transportation suggests that the 
most probable improvement during the Bicentennial will be 
establishment of special urban corridor projects. These 
may include improvements in line-haul speed (mostly by 
the use of exclusive bus lines), development of mini-bus 
collection and distribution systems, and construction of 
multi-model transportation terminals. 

For instance, improvement of transportation in the 
northeast corridor, certainly a well populated area, 
would meet urgent needs as well as link those sites rich 
in the lore of the Revolution and the founding of the 
nation. In this connection, the Commission finds the 
proposal of Pol is '76 to be of particular interest. 

(See Appendix A). 

The Commission hopes that all communities will devote 
attention to making travel a pleasurable and widely avail¬ 
able experience for the Bicentennial. 

Current books, articles and statements reveal 
widespread interest in and concern about the quality of 
life in the United States today. There is concern about 
pollution, about illiteracy, about less than full citizen¬ 
ship for many of our people and about the failure of so 
many voters to vote. The Commission shares these concerns. 

It recognizes the difficulties which must be overcome if 
our air and water are to be cleaned, if the blight of 
illiteracy is to be removed and if an inclusive electorate 
exercises the precious privilege of the franchise. It 
recognizes the competition for financial and other 
resources which could be applied to remedy these conditions. 
It recognizes also that there may be confusion about 
priorities and a lack of will as well as a lack of money. 

But it is eager to lend its help and endorsement to all 
efforts to improve the quality of life in this country, 
and it hopes that each and every community which seeks 
new horizons for 1976 will give high priority to such 
improvement. 

Wherever there are people, there will be participation 
in the Festival of Freedom. It does not break up the various 
components of man's life. Rather, the Festival of Freedom 
recognizes that man's life is partly solemn, partly festive, 
partly at home and partly on vacation, partly in the city 
and partly in the wilderness. 
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The Festival of Freedom allows for the full expression 
of all those components of man's life. It also states that 
the people of the world have something to offer each other -- 
something that is more than pavillions and products. A 
nation's quality can best be expressed through its people. 
Once again this is a young society, as it was in 1776. 
Substantially more than half of our population is younger 
than was Thomas Jefferson when he drafted and signed the 
Declaration of Independence. Because of their age, these 
younger people have a vital and long-range stake in the 
future of this country. The Commission counts on their 
involvement in the unfolding development of the Festival 
of Freedom. 

America has a past to honor and a future to mold. The 
threshold of Century III is before us. The traces we leave 
as we step over that threshold will be the marks by which 
history will remember and judge us. This nation's 200th 
anniversary comes at a fated time. It is a compelling 
opportunity. The Festival of Freedom which the Commission 
recommends must serve to unify our nation through a common 
pursuit of excellence. 
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IMPLEMENTATION 


The Commission's initial recommendations are embodied 
in this report. The Commission is required by legislation 
to stay in being and make annual reports to the Congress 
through 1983. It has the responsibility to plan, encourage, 
develop and coordinate the commemoration. One measure of 
the obligation to coordinate is the fact that all of the 
States and territories and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
have either Bicentennial Commissions or liaison officers. 

Some 15 cities have created Bicentennial Commissions. 

Numerous private organizations and associations have 
created special committees for the Bicentennial and many 
more are in process. These are in addition to branches 
and agencies of the Federal Government which will be 
involved. 

The Commission as presently constituted is not well 
suited to discharge the managerial responsibilities which 
effective coordination and implementation of recommended 
programs will require. 

The Commission makes this observation without presumption 
but with confidence that you, Mr. President, working with the 
Commission will be able to establish the most effective 
mechanism for policy-making, coordination, and management 
in order to achieve the purposes of the Festival of Freedom. 

The Commission's recommended plans for the Bicentennial 
commemoration are embodied in this report. The plan has not 
attempted to estimate the cost of the programs recommended 
by the Commission. Such costs, as well as future legislative 
needs, will be included in subsequent reports on the 
Commission's activities. 
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APPENDIX A 


The Commission is grateful that so many individuals and 
organizations across this nation have suggested programs and 
activities for the celebration of the Bicentennial. The 
Commission has a record of these suggestions, many of them are 
imaginative and challenging; some have not yet been fully 
developed. Those listed in this Appendix are selected as 
illustrative and are recorded here in the hope and expectation 
that, as illustrations, they will evoke still more Bicentennial 
undertakings. 


HERITAGE '76 


The Commission recognizes that the compilation of local 
history is far from complete, and is gratified to learn that 
the Library Associates of Brooklyn College have offered a 
$1,000 Prize for the best scholarly monograph relating specifically 
to Brooklyn and its role in the Revolutionary Era. 

The New Jersey Historical Commission has begun a Grant-in-Aid 
Program to stimulate original research on the history of New Jersey. 
Financial assistance will be awarded to professionals and amateurs 
alike. This program can serve as a model for other local and 
State historical societies as well as for business and industrial 
concerns which wish to chronicle their contributions to a given 
town or area. 

Broad local participation is being aided by the American 
Association for State and Local History. This group will publish 
for its 2,800 member organization a manual on how to prepare 
Bicentennial exhibitions. Further national services are being 
provided by the American Association of Museums. Their monthly 
publication "Museum News" will feature Bicentennial activities, 
commemorations and planning assistance. 

The National Council of Social Studies is producing a model 
multi-media learning system for use in junior high school classes. 
Focusing on the relevance of the American Revolution, the system 
will employ a wide range of material -- animated and live action 
films, reproductions of historical documents, simulation projects, 
and testing materials. The learning system will deal with such 
subjects as the character of the American Revolution, the citizen 
soldier, the doctrines of human dignity, individual rights, liberty 
and equality, a government of laws, and the separation of church 
and state. 
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George Washington is the only dominant public figure of the 
Revolutionary Era whose papers are not being published in a 
comprehensive manner. Beginning in 1974, the University Press of 
Virginia will begin to publish The Papers of George Washington on 
a regular schedule. Co-sponsoring this edition with University 
of Virginia is the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association. Financial 
support for the project also is being provided by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and the National Historical Publications 
Commission. 

Twenty-five towns, one State, the nation's capital and 
countless schools, lakes, mountains and streets in this nation 
are all named for George Washington. It has been proposed that a 
pictorial history of these sites be compiled with the help and 
assistance of leading authorities on George Washington and completed 
by Washington's Birthday 1972. It would include chapters, pictures, 
drawings, photographs, and maps on each of the categories of places 
or things named for George Washington. 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art plans to construct a new American 
Wing to house this country's paintings, furniture, sculpture and 
decorative arts. The opening of this additional American Wing will 
be a major cultural event, properly commemorating this nation's 
artistic accomplishments, at which special exhibitions will be held, 
books published and sufficient activities planned to create interest 
and enthusiasm throughout the country for the new American Wing. 

Planning is currently underway in Concord, Massachusetts to 
establish a permanent memorial to house copies of the Declarations 
of Independence of all nations, together with appropriate background 
material. 

The American Antiquarian Society plans to publish the 
Loyalist Papers. Various publishing houses have plans to issue 
comprehensive and systematic studies of United States history 
organized on topical or institutional lines. The American Dialect 
Society is compiling a Dictionary of American Regional English; this 
long-term research project is scheduled for completion by 1976. 

The Department of Agriculture, the Department of Labor, and 
the Office of Education will publish economic history studies. The 
place of indigenous American products in world food consumption, 
the evolution of American education, and the compilation of 
manpower employment and wage data from 1776 to 1976 are topics 
for publication. 
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The Agriculture History Society plans to sponsor symposia 
on the history of American agriculture with special emphasis on 
agriculture at the time of the Revolution. The Department of 
Agriculture proposes to develop several working farm museums 
demonstrating the development of American farming. 

The American Society of Civil Engineers will conduct an 
extensive program to identify and record the historic American 
sites, buildings, and objects which are connected with the 
profession of civil engineering. 

The Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge is planning an 
exhibition on 21 acres in 50 buildings of authentic period design. 
Its purpose will be to demonstrate the genesis of many industries 
in America: salt, ice and refrigeration, business machines, 
railroads, department stores, clay and ceramics. In each case, 
a replica of the building or structure in which the industry had 
its origins will be built and outfitted. 

The Department of Transportation proposes to work with the 
transportation industry in preparing exhibits for transportation 
terminals, inter-city trains, and other related facilities to tell 
the story of transportation's role in the growth of the nation. 

The Federal Communications Commission will focus its 
HERITAGE '76 activities on the history of communications in the 
United States. A portable, multi-media exhibit will demonstrate 
the interrelationship between the progress of the nation and 
communications. 

An exhibition by the National Gallery of Art will illustrate 
the world-wide cultural ambience of 1776 as it affected America. 

To this end, it is hoped that major works of art from other 
countries may be brought together. Museums across the country 
are encouraged to emulate the National Gallery in this particular 
endeavor. 

In 1976, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
will emphasize the important works of American composers, authors, 
and performing artists. In the Center's Concert Hall, there will 
be concerts by leading symphony orchestras and by American artists 
of important American music forms. The Opera House will feature 
leading American opera and ballet companies and classics of the 
American musical theatre. The Kennedy Center will host American 
film festivals. The Center also proposes that works for orchestra 
be commissioned as part of our 200th anniversary. 
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Under the supervision of teachers in local schools, students 
across the country are encouraged to prepare Block Biographies. 

Each student could trace the ownership and use of the land, 
catalogue the earliest structures built in the area and establish 
the date when each extant building was constructed, identify the 
people who lived on the block and list their occupations, and 
summarize how the block has grown and how it has changed. In 
addition to learning to do original research, the student would 
be urged to use new oral history techniques. 

The Historical Evaluation and Research Organization has 
proposed that the writings of the Signers of the Constitution be 
computerized. The Founders' Project would allow scholars to 
juxtapose what was said on specific matters for comparative and 
analytic purposes. A similar data bank on information concerning 
other aspects of the American Revolution has also been proposed. 

The Commission hopes that regional improvement and historical 
commemorations will be planned and that important features of 
each region will be promoted. For instance, the contributions 
which Appalachia has made and can make to the nation through its 
industry, its folk culture, its parks and recreational areas 
should be recognized as part of HERITAGE '76. 

The Hudson River and Highlands, rich in historic significance, 
has been proposed as the site for a preservation and environmental 
protection project. The river and its shores would be known as 
the "Scenic and Historic Hudson River Highlands and Riverway." 

The project would benefit the ecology, beautification, and 
rehabilitation of the area. It will also serve to commemorate 
the American Revolutionary soldiers and graduates of West Point 
who have lost their lives in service to their country. 

Historic sports competitions might be held in those sports 
which were popular during the days of the Revolution. These 
might include bush hurdling, pole tossing, grease pole climbing, 
bark canoeing, and standing sculling. Saddle and riding clubs 
should play a role in this project. 
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The American Federation of the Arts suggests that the cultural 
community could participate in Bicentennial activities through a 
variety of means: establishment of a broad theme-subject so that 
any museum or cultural institution in the country could mount a 
Bicentennial theme-related exhibit reflecting the locality and its 
local artists; development of close working relationships between 
local museums and TV stations with local artists making video tapes 
concerned with local Bicentennial cultural activities; development 
of a program for film makers to document local artistic activities 
during the Bicentennial celebration. 

An illustrative example of how media can be creatively used 
to bring entertaining and enlightening Bicentennial programs to 
the nation is California's Historic Film Festival. This televised 
event will be sponsored by the California American Revolution 
Bicentennial Commission and will feature American motion picture 
portrayals of the American Revolutionary Era. The California 
Commission intends to solicit the assistance of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in awarding a special prize for 
the outstanding film. As part of the Historic Film Festival 
there would also be a contest, organized under the direction of 
the California Commission, for new short films portraying the 
ideals and ideas of the Revolution. 

The Commission suggests the establishment of a national 
competition of junior high school fife and drum corps with special 
attention paid to authentic uniforms, marching abilities, instruments 
and musical repertoire. These groups would compete on local, 
regional. State and finally national levels, with the winners 
perhaps traveling throughout the land and abroad. 

The Commission encourages the development of Pol is Seventy Six 
for completion as part of our Bicentennial celebration. Pol is 
Seventy Six is a high speed regional transit system from Atlanta 
to Boston, linking the historic cities and surrounding areas 
containing Revolutionary War sites. Pol is Seventy Six is also 
a telecommunications network linking the local communities and 
the large cities. This transportation and telecommunications 
network will support the linkage and integration of Bicentennial 
events and celebrations throughout the Revolutionary battlegrounds 
of independence — and beyond. 
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It has been suggested, by a Member of Congress, that a film 
be produced on the " Miracle at Philadelphia " followed by a series 
of documentaries entitled “Our Living Constitution," illustrating 
the resiliency of that great document through 200 years. The 
Daughters of the American Revolution hope to produce one-minute 
television spots with outstanding movie or radio personalities 
presenting highlights of the American Revolution. The National 
Gallery of Art and the United States Information Agency are 
exploring the possibility of jointly producing a series of films 
that will illustrate the growth and scope of American civilization. 

A definitive history of legislative practice has been 
suggested by several Members of Congress. The result would at 
once be an illumination of the evolution of Congress and a reflection 
of our society's political development. 
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OPEN HOUSE USA 


There have been many suggested ways of making OPEN HOUSE USA 
a success. Listed below in outline form are a few of these 
suggestions. The success of this part of the Festival of Freedom 
is largely dependent on the participation of people throughout 
the towns and cities of America and their willingness to share 
their homes and their community with others and make 1976 the 
year of the extended family. It has been suggested that: 

- as a means of promoting the international participation in 
OPEN HOUSE USA a ship would be sent around the world 
during 1975, with performing and visual arts aboard, as a 
floating exhibit center, as a place for scholars to hold 
meetings, and as an invitation to come to the United States 
during 1976. The Harkness Foundation of New York has 
proposed to finance a study to determine the feasibility of 
this idea. 

- more philanthropic foundations in America make grants to 
increase the flow of visitors here from other countries or 
to help Americans to live for awhile in other parts of 
our country. 

- the United States Government seek ways and means of 
expanding the use of surplus foreign currency funds to 
increase the numbers of visitors to America. 

- cities should organize 1976 national and international 
festivals in music, dance, drama, and books. 

- in preparation for Open House USA and in anticipation of 
many foreign visitors, it is an appropriate time and 
opportunity to increase our knowledge and understanding 
by undertaking a personal project to learn at least one 
foreign language. 
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HORIZONS '76 

Various industries can dramatize the role they played in the 
growth and development of America. The petroleum industry, for 
example, has already started to build a permanent center in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, which will be a comprehensive research and information 
center for that industry. Other industries are encouraged to 
develop comparable centers in appropriate cities. International 
participation in such industrial centers could include displays, 
symposia, and scientific research projects from other countries. 

Boypower '76, already initiated by the Boy Scouts of America, 
intends to enroll one-third of all American boys in the Scouting 
movement. It will make Scouting more relevant to today's needs 
and enhance the quality of Scouting by redefining goals for 
each Scouting unit. 

Associated with the Bicentennial is the Girl Scouts' ECO 
Action Program. This program encompasses all phases of ecology 
from anti-litter campaigns to long-range conservation plans. 
Illustrative of the Girl Scouts' involvement in ecological matters 
is their acquisition of a 13,000-acre wilderness site in Wyoming's 
Bighorn Mountains which will give everyone the opportunity to 
live in and experience the grandeur of our open West. 

There has been proposed a Declaration of Independence for 
the Handicapped; it is to be signed by all national voluntary 
health organizations and all federal agencies serving handicapped 
citizens. It will articulate the nation's goals for its handicapped. 

The Census Bureau proposes a special 1975 Census to provide 
a statistical basis for assessing the nation's progress and the 
problems it faces on its 200th birthday. 

The Department of State and the United States Information 
Agency will explore the possiblity of making 1976 a focal year 
for the establishment iti other countries of chairs or centers in 
" American Studies " and other appropriate fields. These will be 
funded through excess foreign currencies or other special 
arrangements. 

Religion has great relevancy today. It encourages love, 
understanding, brotherhood, good citizenship, and points the 
way toward achieving certain societal objectives such as racial 
equality and human rights, and builds a national unity through 
moral commitment. It is expected that all church leaders will 
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come forward to lend their influence to the development of 
activities related to the Bicentennial. In this regard it has 
been suggested that a Bicentennial Prayer and Hymn be written 
for use at appropriate ceremonies throughout the Bicentennial 
Era. 


It has been proposed that State Legislatures, in cooperation 
with their State Bicentennial Commissions, hold appropriate 
Bicentennial observances and ceremonies. Various States on a 
regional basis may wish to have joint meetings of their State 
Legislatures as commemorative exercises during this period. 

These suggested activities are only intended as illustrations 
of the variety and scope of programs and events which the Commission 
hopes will be developed during the Bicentennial Era. The Commission 
welcomes and needs additional suggestions and looks forward to 
receiving them in Box 1976, Washington, D.C. 
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APPENDIX B 


ARBC ADVISORY PANELS 


Festival of Freedom Logo 

An official logo and design program for the Bicentennial 
will be submitted to a special advisory panel by September 30, 
1970. An established selection process assures an outstanding 
logo design. There will also be a comprehensive booklet 
stating the terms of the logo's appropriate use and application. 


Coins and Medals 


A comprehensive study on the use of commemorative medals 
and coins to perpetuate the Bicentennial Era is well underway. 

A special advisory panel of experts in the field of numismatics 
intends to deliver its recoirmendations by the last quarter 1970 





July 3, 1970 
NEWS BRIEFING 


STATEMENT BY M. L. SPECTOR, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
Dr. J. E. Wallace Sterling, Chairman of 
the American Revolution Bicentennial Com¬ 
mission, has asked me as Executive Director, 
to hold this news briefing. 

The Commission was reconstituted by 
President Nixon exactly one year ago today. 
As you will see from the enclosed material, 
it is authorized 35 members: 17 Public 
Members appointed by the President, 4 
Senators appointed by the President of the 
Senate, 4 Representatives appointed by the 
Speaker of the House, and 10 members of the 
Federal Government who are on the Com¬ 
mission by virtue of their positions. 

As I have stated, the Chairman is Dr. 

J. E. Wallace Sterling and the Vice Chairman 

(37) 
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is Mr. Hobart Lewis. The Commission is 
charged by the President and by the Congress 
to plan, encourage, develop, and coordinate 
the commemoration of the American Revolution 
with its initial task to prepare an overall 
program for this commemoration and submit 
it to the President by July 4, 1970. 

The Commission has sought the advice 
and assistance of many sectors of America, 
both public and private. The President and 
the Chairman of the Commission urged the 
Governors of the States, Territories, and 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, to set up 
Bicentennial Commissions or to appoint 
liaison officers with the Commission. I 
am happy to report today that all of these 
entities either have Commissions or liaison 
officers. 

In addition, the Commission sought 
the advice and, of course, the continuing 
cooperation of numerous public and private 
organizations throughout the country. For 
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example, about 600 letters were dispatched 
to private organizations and associations. 
Similarly, approximately 60 departments 
and agencies of the Federal Government were 
contacted. This is in addition to letters 
to and contacts with private individuals. 

During the last year the Commission 
has held 8 full meetings with numerous 
meetings of its Subcommittees and its 
Executive Committee. The result of this 
was to begin the vastly important job of 
coordination and to produce the Report to 
to the President which each of you have. 

The Report to the President was sent 
to him today. Obviously, there has not 
been time for him to make any comments or 
recommendations on the Commission's recom- 
mrndations and suggestions. I have no 
knowledge of when comments will be forth¬ 
coming. As you know, from reading the 
legislation, another major action that 
must take place will be the President's 
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recommendations to Congress on the plan 
contained in this Report. 

Now, as to the Report. As stated in 
Chairman Sterling's letter of transmittal 
(enclosed in the Report): "This Report is 
the beginning, the first outline of a 
program which will unfold during the 
Bicentennial Era." I want to emphasize 
that it contains a philosophy, a point of 
view, and an approach. It is hopefully a 
plan which will have local. State, national, 
and international activities. We are often 
asked where is the Bicentennial going to 
be? The answer is everywhere in America. 

As the President said a year ago today: 

"It is a national celebration; a national 
anniversary; it challenges each of the 50 
States, and every community, to look to its 
heritage and its hopes." He said on 
October 8 of last year when speaking to 
the Commission and the State representa- 
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tives: "It must go directly to the people 
and derive its strength from the people." 

Now I should like to call your atten¬ 
tion to the Highlights of the Bicentennial 
Plan of which you have a copy. 


Highlights of the Bicentennial Plan 


The American Revolution Bicentennial Commission charged 
by law with the responsibility for planning and coordinating 
the nation's 200th anniversary celebration, today announced 
the submission of its National Plan to the President. 

The Commission recommends guidelines for the commemoration, 
basic themes for all programs and related activities, and a goal 
for the Bicentennial celebration. 

The three major guidelines are: 

1. that the Bicentennial, which the Commission has 
designated the Festival of Freedom, must be 
national in scope. The Commission is determined 
to do all in its power to insure that the 
Bicentennial have an appeal which will encourage 
and stimulate every American and their friends 
abroad to participate in the celebration. 

2. that the Bicentennial Era will encompass the 
commemoration of events and activities during 
that period of time associated with the Revolution 
and the formal founding of this nation. The focal 
year of this Era will be 1976 and the focal date 
July 4th. 

3. that the Bicentennial be a time for all Americans 
to review and reaffirm the basic principles on 
which this country was founded. 

Additionally, the Report presents the Bicentennial Goal-- 
to forge a new national commitment--a new Spirit for '76—a 
commitment which will unite the nation in purpose and dedication 
to the advancement of human welfare as we move into Century III. 

The Festival of Freedom's three themes cover the past, the 
present, and the future of America: HERITAGE '76, OPEN HOUSE USA, 
HORIZONS '76. 

o Through HERITAGE '76, the past of America will be 
opened to Americans and the world. All groups will 
be urged to examine our past and develop historical 
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perspective about our origins, our values, our 
accomplishments and our development. Illustrative 
of HERITAGE '76 programs are the National Park 
Service's plans to establish new Revolutionary 
War Sites and to upgrade existing ones; the 
California Bicentennial Commission's plans to 
hold an Historic Film Festival, featuring American 
motion picture portrayals of the Revolutionary Era; 
and the suggestions of some Members of Congress that 
Joint Sessions be held in various cities around the 
country in 1976. Other activities associated with 
HERITAGE '76 are scholarly research, publications, 
traveling exhibits, and pageantry. 

o Through OPEN HOUSE USA present day America will be 
opened to Americans and the world; a sharing of 
America among Americans and their friends. The 
Commission hopes that through OPEN HOUSE USA, 1976 
can truly be the year of the extended family. 

OPEN HOUSE USA is the nation's birthday party-- 
a time for mobility of the American arts,- a time 
for touring and a sharing of the many parts of 
America. One of the recommended OPEN HOUSE USA 
programs is An Invitation to the World, urging 
peoples from all lands to share in the Festival of 
Freedom with us by coming to this country in 1976. 

As part of this program, the Commission recommends 
the facilitation of travel to and within the 
United States. Another recommendation is the 
American Guide Series, a state-by-state guide to 
the nation's cultural heritage inherent in its 
architecture, landscape and urban design, and fine 
and performing arts. The Commission asks Boston, 
Philadelphia, Washington, D. C., and Miami among 
others to participate in a multi-city exposition. 

The Commission specifically is opposed to a 
commercially oriented World's Fair in the traditional 
sense, and invites Philadelphia, where the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution were signed, to 
commit itself to an international exposition which 
will be historical, cultural, and inspirational in 
character. Other cities and communities all across 
the country are urged to develop their own plans for 
the Bicentennial as part of OPEN HOUSE USA. 
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o Through HORIZONS '76 the promise of America is opened 
to Americans; the Commission asks everyone to undertake 
at least one major project--to be completed by 1976--as 
their birthday present to America and to themselves. 

It is hoped that each area, region, city, organization, 
and association will undertake a project that to them 
is an embodiment of their contribution to the future of 
America. As illustrative of HORIZONS '76 programs, the 
Commission has recommended a national Call for Achieve¬ 
ment program to be conducted in each community by the 
people of that community. This program urges the setting 
of priorities, the formulation of goals and the achieve¬ 
ment of those goals by 1976. The Commission also 
recommends that Washington, D. C., be the symbol of 
the Festival of Freedom and, therefore as such, by 
1976 our nation's capital should be an outstanding 
example of the kinds of creative solutions possible 
to the challenges which now beset our nation's urban 
areas. 


In the implementation of the National Plan, the Commission 
will work closely with the States, Territories, and the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, all of whom have either set up Bicentennial 
Commissions or have liaison officers. These are in addition to 
the committees and offices in operation or being established by 
cities, private organizations, associations, and agencies of the 
Federal Government. 


American Revolution Bicentennial Commission 
736 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20276 
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